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Look at a day when you are supremely satisfied
at the end. It's not a day when you lounge around
doing nothing; it's when you've had everything
to do, and you've done it. —LORD ACTON
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Avis Bergman works at the deli counter at Vogts
HomeTown Market in Hillsboro, and in the distribution
department at the Hillsboro Free Press. “She is punc-
tual and never misses work,” says Flo Rahn, a former
coworker. “She is a group leader at the Free Press, and
one of her responsibilities is to do job assignments.
She is willing to fix others’ mistakes.”
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Mae Deane Blankley is a certified medication aide
at Peabody Care Center. “She is always doing extra
things, such as making a birthday cake for
residents and buying pop for residents with limited
income,” says Melissa Parmley, with human
resources. “If she is scheduled to work, you can be
sure she will be there. She is punctual and willing
to trade days with other workers.”
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Shirley Carlson is the assistant director and activity
director at the Marion Housing Authority’s Hilltop
Manor. “She goes above and beyond her duties to

make sure things get taken care off,” says her
coworker and granddaughter Carla Tharp. “No mat-
ter the time of day, she always stops to make sure
things get taken care of. She is always coming up
with new activities to do with the residents of Hilltop.
She does her best to make it a great place to live.”
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Sue Gutsch is the social services designee at St. Luke
Hospital and Living Center. “She has a positive
influence on the residents’ participation in the facility
activities,” Janet Herzet, director of aging services, says
about Gutsch. “Sue looks for ideas for the residents
that will improve their quality of life. She is a mentor
and a positive motivator for individual residents.”
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May Hebrank is a restorative aide at St. Luke
Hospital and Living Center in Marion. “Mary is
dedicated to the elderly at the Living Center,” says
Janet Herzet, director of aging services there. “She
works with residents on their individual exercise
program designed to maintain their strength and
flexibility. She has a positive attitude and is a
punctual and dependable employee.”
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Bill Holdeman is the oldest practicing barber in
the state and operates his own shop on Main
Street in Marion. “He is always there with a smile
on his face,” says Al Ash, a client. “He has also
served as a Marion City Council member and is a
former mayor of Newton.”
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Verla Redger has worked in the dietary department
of Parkside Homes in Hillsboro since 1979. “She is
one of the most consistent and dependable
employees at Parkside,” says Gretchen Wagner,
administrator. “She is a model for younger workers
in regard to her work ethic, quality of work,
perseverance, sense of humor and love of life. In
2010, she was named ‘Outstanding Older Worker’
by the Kansas Department of Commerce.”
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Beverly Seger has worked in a variety of capacities
at the Alco Store in Hillsboro for the past 15 years.
“She is a busy bee and makes sure the store is clean
and neat,” says Flo Rahn, her former department
manager. “She is always there and willing to come
in on her days off or vacation to fill in.”
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Joyce Weinbrenner has been the certified dietary
manager at Salem Home in Hillsboro for the past
30-plus years. “(Joyce is) a person you can always
count on to get the job done, done right and follow the
regulations,” says Geraldine Hett, a former co-worker
at the home. “She works long hours and covers any
shift needed in her department without complaint. She
is highly respected by her kitchen staff.”
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