
Pioneers in the Age of  Aging 



Pioneers are individuals in search 
of a better way of life and willing to 

forge ahead 



U. S. events which solidified the forming and 
foundation of grass root organizations on 

aging issues. 
• 1961 White House Conference on Aging 

http://0.tqn.com/d/dc/1/0/n/4/486_WHNorthPortico18F45B1.jpg�


Key event 
• Congress passed The Older American’s 

Act on July 14, 1965. 
 

 
Johnson said at the signing of  “ The 
Older American’s Act. 
 
Under the program every state 
and every community can now 
move toward a coordinated 
program of  sources and 
opportunities for our older 
citizens. It will permit us to 
travel new ways where old ways 
have not worked before. It will 
permit new beginnings where 
none have been made before. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lyndon_Johnson_signing_Civil_Rights_Act,_2_July,_1964.jpg�


Ford Foundation Grant 

Purpose of the 
Grant: 

  To develop a 
grass roots 

organization to 
assist in 

establishing new 
social roles for 

the elderly. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/67/Ford_Foundation_HQ_jeh.JPG�


Five States were selected to receive 
the Ford Grant in 1960 

 
 California 

 Colorado 

Missouri 
 

Minnesota 



Kansas was the fifth state 
selected 



Four Counties in Kansas were under 
consideration to receive the Ford Grant. 

Marion 

Brown Marshall 

Ottawa 



Marion County was chosen because it met the 
criteria and most important they were the only 
county, who was a trained Social Worker: Mrs. 

Elizabeth Reznicek 1960-1961 



Three Commissioners 

George Jost    Ed Nicklaus  George Merilatt 



Miss Ollie Randall, Ford Foundation Consultant 
made the official presentation of the Ford 

Foundation award on Sept 6, 1960 at the Wagon 
In Café , Hillsboro 



Mrs. Selma Maybell Steele provided leadership 
in forming the voluntary county organization for 

senior citizens 

Mrs. Selma Maybell Steele sharing her 
memories at the  

Senior Citizens of Marion County 25th 
Anniversary 



1960 Golden Years Committee 

•                            
 
 
 
 
 

• Dorothy DuVall                           Wesley Loewen 
• First President (1960)             First Vice President 

 

Dorman Becker 
Sec/Treasurer 



Second Project Director 
• Esther Twente 
served 1961-1963 

 

• Quote from her book, 
Never to Old” about her 
experiences in Marion 
County. 

   “These group meetings 
have caught fire 
because they are the 
only means we old 
people have of getting 
together, especially 
with members of other 
churches.” said a 
gentleman, who was a 
member of the Golden 
Years Inc.  



Six Community Senior Citizens clubs were 
formed during 1961-1962 with the grant money. 

Marion 

Burns 

Hillsboro 

Goessel 

Peabody 

Florence 



Golden Years Inc. Newsletters through the 
years. 

 • One goal of the 
Golden Years, 
Inc was to 
inform members 
of the 
organization 
about activities 
of the aged in 
the county. 



Esther Vogt wrote Senior News & 
Views from 1978-1999 



Golden Years Inc. exhibited floats in county 
parades to make public aware that Senior Citizens 
were still industrious and try to make themselves 

useful 
 
 

• The Golden Years Inc 
float won first prize for 
many years in Marion 
County Fair. 

Float by Florence Senior Center in 
Labor Day Parade. 



Golden Years Slogan 
• A.E. Janzen on Jan 17, 

1968 introduced the 
slogan for 1968 

   “Extend the Area of 
Goodwill”  

    based on Matthew 7:12 
 “ In everything, do to others 

what you would have 
them do to you, for this 

sums up the Law and the 
Prophets.” 



Hillsboro Golden Years Club 
first meeting on Feb. 22, 1961 in 

Hillsboro City Building 

  
   The first meeting 

Professor A. R. Ebel 
served as master of 
ceremonies. Some 
100 individuals attend 
this exploratory 
meeting. 



Hillsboro Meals and Activities for Golden Years club 
happened at the 107 N. Washington building plus the 

Hillsboro M.B. Church. 



Harold Graber, manager of Betty’s Restaurant, catered the 
Fellowship meals beginning Sept 10, 1975. Mrs. Eileen Baerg, 

Hillsboro site director and Mrs. Barbara Longhofer, project 
coordinator are present for the signing. 



Hillsboro Golden Years acquired this 
building in 1976 which housed a temporary 

bank  



Hillsboro Senior Center Burning 
their Mortgage 

Pictured: A. E. Janzen, Financial Chairman, D.D. Regier, 
President and H.E. Dahl, Treasurer 



New entrance added on to the Hillsboro Senior 
Center in 1981. 



Dedication of addition to Hillsboro 
Senior Center in April 1982 

 Mayor Harold Wiebe congratulated those who raised 
money for the project. 



Quilting at Hillsboro Senior Center 
provided a source of revenue for the center 

plus an opportunity for fellowship. 
 



Marion Senior organization started 
in 1962. 

• “Over 50 Club” was 
established with $300 
from Ford 
Foundation. First 
meeting June 27, 
1962. 

• Claude Ayler was the 
first president of the 
“Over 50 Club” 



1965 the Club moved to the City 
Building from the Deforest Hatchery. 



The club moved to the V.F.W. building 
in 1974 and changed their name to “ 
Senior Citizens of Marion County.” 



The Cooks, who served nutrition meals out of the 
Hilltop Manor kitchen in 1979. 



Several senior organizations came 
together in 1979 to form the “Marion 

Builders” 
 

• The purpose of joining 
was to build a new 
center which would be 
a focal point for other 
senior citizen groups of 
the county. 
 

• Les Fruechting was the 
first President of this 
new group. 



     Marion Senior Center being 
built. 



Marion Builders Senior Center had 
open house in April 1981 



   The Focal point for fellowship, food,  
friendship and fun for the older citizens of 

Marion County. 



Jan 23, 1983 the burning of the mortgage was 
celebrated at the Marion Senior Center, 

David Blackim, Marion Senior Center 
President, Lloyd Davies, Vice-
president, Les Fruechting, and Dale 
Koegoboehn. 



Marion Singing Grannies in 1983 



Marion Senior Center Today 



The Peabody Senior Citizens Club was 
organized in April 1962 at the Peabody 

Methodist Church. 



Officers were elected on June 12, 
1962 

• Jan Pierce was 
elected as the First 
President of the club. 

 



The Kiwanis Club gave this building 
to the Peabody Seniors 



First meeting in their own building 
in 1975. 



This extension to the original 
building was added in the late 70s 



Seniors have been making peppernuts-
as a money maker for the last 10 years 



Special relationship between Peabody 
Senior Center and the local nursing 

home. 
• The last several     

years the Peabody 
Senior Center has 
provide a tour of 
the Christmas 
lights for residents 
at Legacy Park 
plus refreshments 
after the tour. 



Peabody quilters 



Peabody senior center today 



Burns , “Senior Citizens Club organized 
in fall of 1962, and began meeting in 

the community building 



A meeting at the old community 
center in Burns 



The Burns seniors in their building. 



Burns seniors meet in the new 
Community Building since 2003 



Florence  ‘Over 50 club began in Jan 28, 
1963 met in the Legion Hall in Florence 



March 1963 began meeting in 
basement of St. Patrick church 



Present meeting place purchased it in 1979. 
They became the incorporated and change 

their name to the Florence  Florentines 



Florentine Seniors 



Goessel  Golden Years organized in 
March 1963 and met at Bethesda 

Home 
• Bethesda Home 

also assisted in 
serving meals on 
Tuesday and 
Thursday before 
their AGAPE  
center was built. 

http://www.bethesdahome.org/images/bethesda_now_large.jpg�


Other places the Golden Years group 
met were at the Goessel grade school 

and Alexanderfeld Church 



1976  The name “All Goessel Are Projects for the 
Elderly Inc”. was chosen to consolidate all efforts 

on behalf of older people. 
• The initials for this 

new name was 
• “AGAPE” the Greek 

word for social meal 
or love feast of 
primitive Christians 
that usually 
accompanied Holy 
Communion. 

• Esther Unruh was the 
Chairman during 
AGAPE first year. 



Goessel picking out their future site 
for their new senior center 



1977 Alvin Voth with the plow share 
breaking the sod for the new center. 



Alvin Voth burning the Goessel 
mortgage. 



Agape Center Today 



60+ bus comes to County in 
Janurary 1977 
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