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This month you 
should have re-
ceived your Social 
Security yearly 
benefit statement.  
It contains informa-
tion about the 1.7% 
cost of living in-
crease in your 
monthly benefit.  It 
will also show what 
the new Part B 
monthly premium 
of $104.90 from 
$99.90 last year.  
Your Prescription 
Drug Plan Part D 
premium for next 
year if you have it 
taken out of your 
Social Security 
check will be on 
this statement.  
This Part D pre-

mium may be incor-
rect if you switched 
plans for 2013.  If 
you switched plans 
the statement will 
reflect your 2012 
plans new premium 
for 2013.  Example 
of this would be if 
you had Blue Medi-
careRx Value in 
2012 and the pre-
mium was $40.20 
the statement will 
show your premium 
of $43.20.  The rea-
son for the incor-
rect information is 
that it takes Social 
Security around 3 
months to make 
this correction for 
everyone across 
the United States, 

2013 Social Security & Medicare Information 
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Federal Benefit Checks Electronic 
More than 65 mil-
lion people provide 
care for a chroni-
cally ill, disabled or 
aged family mem-
ber or friend ac-
cording to the Na-
tional Alliance for 
Caregiving.  If you 

care for a loved 
one who gets a fed-
eral benefit pay-
ment by paper 
check such as So-
cial Security, SSI, 
or Disability benefit 
this needs to be 
switched to an 

electronic option 
by March 1, 2013. It 
is fast, free and 
easy to make the 
switch to direct de-
posit or the Direct 
Express Debit 
Mastercard card. 
(Checks see pg. 3) 
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Virginia Downing, AOK Vol. who switched to 
new plans for 
2013.  You should 
receive a letter 
from Social Secu-
rity informing you 
of the correct 
amount they are 
taking out of your 
Social Security 
check for Part D 
Premium for 2013 
in the first few 
months of the new 
year.   

“Peace on earth will 
come to stay, when 
we live Christmas 
every day.” 

        By Helen Steiner Rice 

LAFF FOR THE DAY: 

“Why was Santa’s  

little helper so  

depressed?  

“Because he had low  

 

 

elf esteem.” 

“Merry Christmas 

and 

Happy New Year!” 

Gay
la 

Lan
ell 

Vir-



or blind all of 2012 or have 
a dependent child who 
lived with you the entire 
year that was born before 
January 1, 2012 or are a 
disabled veteran (50% or 
more disability) or surviv-
ing spouse of a disabled 
veteran who has not re-
married.  Food Sales quali-
fying factors:  Born before 

January 1, 1958, totally 
and permanently disabled  
or blind all of 2012 or have 
dependent child you claim 
as a personal exemption 
who was born before Janu-
ary 1, 2012 and under the 
age of 18 all of 2012.  Food 
Sales Tax form requires 
providing your exemptions 
name, (LIEAP see pg. 3)  

The Dept. on Aging will as-
sist individuals and families 
apply for Food Sales and 
Homestead Refund as well 
as LIEAP (Low Income En-
ergy Assistance Program) 
after January 14, 2013.  
Homestead Refund qualify-
ing factors:  Born before 
January 1, 1957 or totally 
and permanently disabled 

Each year there are few 
individuals, who when they 
switch plans request the 
Part D Premium be with-
held from their Social Se-
curity check and even 
though this is requested in 
the switching process it 
does not happen.  One rea-
son this sometimes hap-
pens is if your enrollment 
occurs later in the enroll-
ment period Social Secu-
rity does not get the infor-
mation before the January 
check is issued.  If this 
happens, you’ll get a bill or 
a payment book from Pre-

scription Drug Plan telling 
you the balance due.  You 
will need to contact your 
plan to let them know you 
want to have premium 
withholding.  Unfortunately 
this may take several 
months for this to get 
straightened out and your 
new plan will expect you to 
pay premiums directly until 
this is corrected.  If you 
wait too long to contact 
your new plan to have the 
Social Security withholding 
done it may not happen for 
2013.  So watch your mail 
for information from your 

new plan 
and call 
them as 
soon as 
possible if 
you see 
you are not 
having 
your premium withheld 
from your Social Security 
check.  The process will 
probably include them 
sending out a form for you 
to sign giving them permis-
sion to have it withheld 
from your Social Security 
check before this can go 
into effect.   

Touch is life giving and 
healing.  Talking doesn’t do 
a lot for someone who feels 
rotten, but touch helps alle-
viate the pain and anguish.  
Hugging is a way of saying, 
“I’m here.” 

We’ve got more than our 
quota of whiners and far 
too few huggers these 
days.  Most of us have a lit-
tle person inside who 
needs human contact in 
this stainless steel, com-
puterized society where 
we are at arms length.  

Homestead/Food Sales Tax and LIEAP 

2013 Prescription Drug Plans 

National Hugging Day is on January 21st 
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The Kansas Drug Card Kansas Drug Card Kansas Drug Card Kansas Drug Card is a 
FREE statewide prescrip-
tion assistance program 
launched to help all ages 
uninsured and underin-
sured residents afford their 
prescriptions.  Kansas 
residents can print a card 
by visiting 
www.KansasDrugCard.com 
There are no enrollment 
forms, restrictions for par-
ticipation, waiting periods, 
age restrictions and no 
claim forms to file.  The 
Kansas Drug Card is avail-
able to everyone and is ac-
cepted at most local large 
retail pharmacies (such as 

Walgreens, Walmart, Tar-
get, Dillons and CVS) giv-
ing cardholders immediate 
access to discounts on all 
brand name and generic 
medications.  The program 
is designed to help patients 
nationwide who do not 
have prescription drug 
coverage or who have cov-
erage but are subject to 
large deductibles, large 
co-pays, formulary limita-
tions, dosing limitations, 
gaps, and/or any cash out-
of-pocket expenses.  If 
your Part D Prescription 
Drug Plan has deductible 

or your medication is not in 
the plans formulary or you 
get into the donut hole, you 
could use this card to get a 
discount during these 
times at these large retail 
pharmacies. 

Checks (from Pg.1) 

Kansas Discount Drug Card 

Mark your calendar for the upcoming events: 

their bank or credit union.   People can sign up for di-
rect deposit or the direct 
express card by calling the 
U.S. Treasury Electronic 
Payment Solution Center at 
(800) 333-1795 Monday-
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. ET.  For direct de-
posit, people can also 
switch online at 
www.GoDirect.org or at 
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JANUARY:      FEBRUARY: 

January 18-SCMC Bd. Mtg.-Hillsboro  February 15-SCMC Bd. Mtg.-Durham 

Holiday Closing Dates for the County Courthouse and Marion Co. Dept. on Aging: 

December 24 & 25-Christmas, January 1-New Year’s Day, January 21-Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
and February 18-Presidents’ Day. 

Nutrition-Sites will be closed on January 21, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.   

date of birth, relationship 
to you and their Social Se-
curity Number.  Call 620-
382-3580 for an appoint-
ment after January 14th 
for your refunds.   

CONGRATULATIONS 

KANSAS on your 

152nd Birthday 

January 29, 2013 

LIEAP(from Pg. 2) 
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Address Service Requested 

Drivers License Renewal:  Vehicle Dept.  Courthouse Tuesday through Friday: 

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Ph.  620-382-3106 

Keep the following agencies & phone numbers handy: 

Marion County Health Department all day clinics on Wednesdays  -  620-382-2550 

Marion County Home Care  -  Marion  -  620-382-3690 

Mental Health Service  -  Hillsboro  -  620-947-3200 

Veterans Representative  - Call 620-342-3347 to schedule appointment at Marion Sr. Center. 

Social Security  -  Toll Free-1-800-772-1213 or call Emporia Office-1-877-405-7830 

SRS –Newton Regional Service Center  -  Newton Office  -  1-888-369-4777 

Central Home Care  -  Newton  -  316-283-8220 or 1-800-301-9499 

Harry Hynes Memorial Hospice  - Wichita-1-800-767-4965 

Hospice Care of Kansas  -  McPherson  - 1-800-854-4802 

Kansas Alzheimer’s Help Line  - 1-800-432-3535                    

DO NOT CALL LIST   - 1-888-382-1222  -  To have your phone number removed from the tele-
marketers call list you must dial this number from your home or cellular phone. 

                  EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 


